






















































To: Truro Board of Health 
From: Emily Beebe, Health & Conservation Agent 
Date: June 14, 2024 
Re: June 18 meeting:  proposed waivers, septic upgrades- review notes  
      

2 Pine Ridge End (map 36, parcel 1)- Discussion on non-conforming system 
An appeal of the Health Agents decision has been made regarding the septic system at this location. 
The packet includes the request to present this appeal; the Order to Correct issued by our office pursuant 
to TBoH regulations; a copy of the inspection report dated 5-15-2024; an unstamped sketch plan of the 
system from 1995; and a copy of the permit (July 1995) and certificate of compliance (March  2000).  
 
The system is a 1978 code system, installed without a stamped plan; this makes it a non-conforming 
system, as it did not meet the code in place when it was installed. Numerous waivers appear to have been 
given for this installation: no engineered plan/no stamp; permit issued 4 months after the new code was in 
place for a system with 1978 code components (leaching pit and 1000-gallon tank). To put this in context, 
we know that “Waivers”, which might also be “variances” can be granted, and we try not to re-litigate 
past decisions. However, the rationale for our local regulation requiring an engineered plan be on file for 
each property is based on consistency, and compliance that will protect drinking water quality. 
 
The questions raised by the situation require us to construct a frame around what actions the Board wants 
to pursue with properties served by non-conforming septic systems. The goals of the Board have been to 
upgrade whenever possible, to ensure that systems in the ground are properly sited, properly sized and 
properly functioning. That being said, it appears that the Board is willing to meet folks “in the middle” 
when possible, to minimize their costs and acknowledge that sometimes there is a way to simplify the 
path forward without making compromises that impact public health or environmental protection.  
 
The concept of the engineered as-built is to provide the Board with evidence of code compliance, so the 
property can be sold without an upgrade.  Setting aside the Waivers that were granted, where was the 
system was installed, relative to wells, property lines and the dwelling? 
 
In the past 2 years, we have had 2 cases where we were asked to allow reverse engineering, absent 
engineered plans at time of transfer. In the first case, the plan that was developed showed the on-site well 
was not 100-feet from the leaching area. The Board determined that the plan could be approved, because 
both the as-built plan and inspection report provided a new owner with full knowledge of the location and 
condition of the existing septic system. Additionally, the on-site well showed no evidence of impact from 
the reduced separation. In the second case, a reverse-engineered plan was allowed for a 23,023 sf property 
with 5-bedrooms and a 1978 code title 5 system. The plan showed the existing leaching pit was 60-feet 
from an abutting well and 97-feet from the locus well. The septic tank was also too close to the 
foundation of the house. In this second case, the owner opted to upgrade the system to move the process 
along faster and not interfere with a pending sale, so, the Board did not need to weigh-in on the results of 
the “reverse engineering” product, that is, the engineered as-built plan. 
 
Should you decide to move forward with allowing “reverse engineering” at this location, it must be to 
demonstrate compliance with the code. The engineered as-built plan must show: Location of components 
and dwelling; Invert elevations; All setbacks to wells, structures, property lines; a reserve area compliant 
with the 1995 Title V code; Design calculations and a minimum of one test hole with a perc test. 
 
The locus property is 33, 471 sf with 3 bedrooms, and is located in the zone 2 of the Knowles Heights 
public water supply. 
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